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Policy Recommendations

o Institutionalize Bilateral Engagement: Prioritize direct, regular, and continuous
engagement at both political and diplomatic levels between Pakistan and
Afghanistan to foster trust, address grievances, and discourage exploitation of
tensions by external actors.

e Adopt a Human-Centric Refugee Policy: Approach Afghan refugee repatriation as a
complex socio-political challenge rather than an administrative task, implementing a
phased, humane, and coordinated process to minimize humanitarian fallout while
safeguarding Pakistan’s national interests.

e Strengthen Border Security Cooperation: Pursue robust intelligence-sharing, joint
border management, and integrated security mechanisms to address concerns over
militant sanctuaries, counter terrorism, and reduce cross-border mistrust.

e Promote Economic Integration: Expand cross-border trade, transit agreements, and
joint infrastructure investments to create mutual economic benefits and leverage
interdependence as a stabilizing force in bilateral relations.

® Engage in Regional Multilateralism: Integrate actively into platforms like the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO), and trilateral dialogues with China and Central Asia to address shared
challenges through collective regional action.

® Prioritize Regional Ownership: Reduce dependence on external actors by focusing
on indigenous, regional solutions for Pak-Afghan policy, ensuring that both countries
retain agency over their bilateral agenda.

® Build Confidence Through People-to-People Exchanges: Facilitate trade,
educational, and cultural exchanges as confidence-building measures to deepen
interpersonal connections and promote enduring understanding.

e Develop a Long-Term Vision: Formulate a comprehensive regional roadmap for
peace and prosperity that transcends short-term security concerns and addresses
underlying socio-economic issues.

® Modernize Border Governance: Enhance border management through advanced
technologies, streamlined documentation, and integrated monitoring systems for
efficient, transparent, and secure cross-border movement.

® Leverage Afghan Human Capital: Utilize the talents of Afghan graduates and
professionals educated in Pakistan as a bridge for stronger bilateral ties and
collaborative development through the use of soft power.

e Prioritize Socio-Economic Uplift of Border Regions: Invest in sustainable
development and inclusive growth in border areas to reduce instability,
marginalization, and the risk of radicalization.

e Align Security and Economic Policies: Synchronize security frameworks with
geo-economic strategies so that efforts in stability and development reinforce each
other for broad-based progress.

e Promote Political Inclusivity in Afghanistan: Position Pakistan as a facilitator for
dialogue and inclusivity within Afghanistan, supporting political stability that directly
benefits and strengthens bilateral relations



South Asia Times

Q +92 318 4274642

9 contact@southasiatimes.org

@www.southasiatimes.org

) House # 114C, Street 58, NPF Housing
Society, E-11/3, Islamabad



